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Leonard Lee, left, and designer Matt Archibald show their new surgical product called SutureSafe, an elastic tape that takes the
strain off individual stitches, allowing patients to move with less pain and more confidence that the stitches wili hold.

Tape cuts the worry from stitches

Latest medical product
from Canica aims at
reduced scarring and
improved mobility for
sutured patients,

writes HOWAIDA SOROUR.

anica Design Inc., the
G medical products com-
pany founded by Ot-
tawa’s Leonard Lee, has un-
veiled its latest surgical prod-
uct, which it says is a major
advance over products cur-
rently available to doctors.
The product, SutureSafe,
was unveiled last week at
congress of operating room
nurses in Washington, DC.
According to Canica, it is in-
tended to keep sutured or sta-
pled incisions firmly closed
while eliminating pain, giving
patients back their mobility
and reducing scarring,
SutureSafe pulls a newly su-
tured or stapled incision to-
gether securely and distrib-
utes any pull on the incision
to the adhesive portion that’s

anchored to healthy tissue on
either side of the incision.
The entire product is elasti-
cized.

The elastic featurc is what
makes this a “dynamic” rather
than “static” system and
means that SutureSafe can
eliminate the sharp pain or
discomfort patients associate
with sutures pulling when
they move.

“That was an unexpected
benefit,” said Dr. Michael
Bell, a plastic surgeon at the
Children’s Hospital of East-
ern Ontario. .

“Where most adhesive sur-
gical tapes adhere across the
wound, ours has elastic that
doesn’t adhere to the healing
tissue,” said Matthew Arch-
ibald, the bio-medical engi-
neer at Canica who designed
the product. “The tape that
goes down on the skin on ei-
ther side will also stretch
with the skin so it prevents
skin shear (tearing and blis-
tering).”

Dr. Bell believes that be-
cause the system eliminates
any separation of an inci-

sion, it could reduce scarring
for most patients. Also, Su-
tureSafe is translucent al-
lowing health professionals
to monitor the wound as it
heals.

“The beauty of the system
is that you can put it on any
wound or every wound,” he
said.

The product took 14 months
to develop and test, according
to Mr. Archibald, 25, who
joined Canica straight out of
the University of Guelph 16
months ago.

“This was the first project
that I was given,” he said. “I
was excited from the begin-
ning.”

According to Mr. Lee, the
individual SutureSafe will
cost between one and two
dollars,

“We haven't bullet-proofed
the manufacturing yet,” he
said, “so we can’t tell exactly,

Alden Rattew, the executive
director of Canica, said more
than 8o per cent of visitors at
the Washington event wanted
samples of the produci. The
company has also been ap-

proached by four Canadian
medical suppliers interested
in carrying it he said.

“This is the type of product
that will get put on in inten-
sive care units, not in the op-
erating room,” said Mr. Lee.
“We have presented it to
some surgeons, but it willbe a
nurse’s tool.”

Christine Pilon, assistant
director of nursing at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa, says she
will need to try SutureSafe
and get some patient feed-
back before she knows
whether it works as suggest-
ed.

“Like all new innovations, it
looks really good,” she said.

Canica has already made a

name for itself in the safety

scalpel market, coming up
with the world’s first re-
tractable-ejectable  blade
scalpel, as well as introduc-
ing a number of dynamic
wound closure systems that
are being used in surgery to-
day.

Mr., Lee says SutureSafe
should be on the market by
May 2006.




